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Overseas Development Assistance 1992-2005
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NYC ~ Water Purification

PHYSICAL CAPITAL

FILTRATION PLANT

US$ 6-8 BILLION

NATURAL CAPITAL

RESTORATION OF 

WATERSHED

US$ 1-1.5 BILLION



Investment in Natural Capital



Investment in Natural Capital



Costa Rica

Payment for Ecosystem Services

Climate Stabilization

Water Purification

Biodiversity Resources

Scenic Beauty

US$50 / ha-yr



The Challenge

To make the ecosystem services 

framework operational



To make the ecosystem services To make the ecosystem services 

framework framework operationaloperational

→→ replicablereplicable

→→ scalablescalable

→→ sustainablesustainable

The Challenge
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1. Provisioning Services

Seafood

Crops & Livestock

Forest Products



2. Regulating Services

Climate Stabilization

Water Supply

Fire Prevention
Flood Control

Sedimentation Control

Pest Control

Pollination



3. Cultural Services

Spiritual Values 

Inspiration

Aesthetic Values

Knowledge Systems
Educational Values

Sense of Place

Recreation 

Ecotourism



4.  Supporting Services & 
Preservation of Options

Primary Production 

Biodiversity 

Resilience



Montado



Valuing Ecosystem Services 

Global Global 

SyntheticSynthetic



Value of rainforest: 

US$ 60,000/year  

to 1 farm 

$$

Local Local 

SpecificSpecific

Valuing Ecosystem Services 


