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The framework

� Solar Thermal Ordinances or 

Obligations (STOs) are legal

provisions which obliges the use of 

solar thermal in new and 

refurbished buildings
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The Barcelona “boom”
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The framework: the new EC Directive

� 1st: the existing STOs are not always
working at their best, therefore needing

substantial improvements

� 2nd: several new STOs will be developed

in the next years basing on the new EC 

Directive
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The framework: the new EC Directive

This good general framework needs now
a remarkable effort

in order to be implemented fruitfully
at local level

…also since very often Local Authorities
do not have the required
skills and competencies

to efficiently operate STOs
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How to support Local Authorities
in building up effective SBCs?
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How to support Local Authorities

ProSTO, “Promoting Solar Thermal Obligations”

(Intelligent Energy Europe programme)

Coordinator: Ambiente Italia (Italy)

5 Countries (IT, DE, SP, PT, RO) and 13 partners
(scientific/technical institutes and Local
Authorities)
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The ProSTO Toolbox

Local Administrations are not alone 
in the road towards solar thermal...
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The ProSTO Toolbox

Context
� Brochure

� Guidelines (“blueprint”)

Baseline assessment
� Local situation

� Potential assessment

STO components
� Scope
� Calculation procedures

� Quality requirements

� Architectural integration

� Administrative procedures

Support measures
� Information campaign

� Supporting demand side

� Supporting supply side

� Financing schemes

� Pilot plants

Monitoring
� Monitoring the market

� Evaluating the internal procedure

� Assessing its own STO
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The “hot spot”: preparation of real STOs

Lisboa

Lazio

Stuttgart

Giurgiu

Murcia
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Conclusions

STOs are one of the main issues in the Directive and in the 
National Renewable Energy Action Plan

STOs should be adequately prepared and managed in order to
be actually effective

“Steal” our work…use ProSTO tools! Available at:

www.solarordinances.eu
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